144                    DE     LESSEPS
as the French nation and Government which have
taken such a profound and constant interest in your
work, I know that I faithfully represent the senti-
ments of my fellow-citizens. Notwithstanding the
obstacles of all kinds against which you have had
to struggle, a brilliant success has finally recompensed
your indomitable perseverance. It affords me sincere
pleasure to be the organ for transmitting to you the
felicitations of Her Majesty's Government on the
establishment of a new means of communication
between the East and the West, and on the political
and commercial advantages which we may confi-
dently expect will result from your efforts."
A great welcome awaited De Lesseps at Liverpool,
followed in London by a grand banquet given at
Stafford House by ,the Duke of Sutherland. Old
supporters and opponents of the scheme were present,
Mr. Gladstone among the former and Mr. Disraeli
among the latter. Two days later at the annual City
banquet the Lord Mayor toasted " him who had
brought Madras within twenty-one days of England,"
and he added: " Our famous engineers were deceived ;
M. de Lesseps was in the right; and the Suez Canal
is an accomplished fact."
The next day was made memorable by a fete at the
Crystal Palace, on a scale of which only that once
popular institution was capable. Royal and distin-
guished personages were among the guests in the great
banqueting hall, and 30,000 visitors thronged the
grounds and courts to greet the Lion of the hour. The
brilliant function finished with one of the most magnifi-